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PEC to host regional “Membership Forums”

PEC4U says forums won’t invite real input
What:     PEC Regional “Membership Forums” 

When:    September 25, 26 & 27, 3:00-7:00 PM.

The Pedernales Electric Coop, in response to a significant member outcry at this year’s annual membership meeting in June, has scheduled nine “membership forums.” At these forums, according to PEC’s website, “representatives will be on hand to answer any questions you have and receive member comments.” 

PEC4U.ORG is a loose-knit group of PEC member-owners of the Coop who feel that the time has come for the PEC to live up to its founding principles of democracy and member control. Several members submitted suggested changes to the by-laws six months ago. The by-laws revisions would allow ordinary members to have the chance to run for open board positions through a democratic petition process. “Is that too much to ask?” asked PEC4U steering committee member John Watson, “Other electric coops do that. What part of ‘democratic’ does the PEC board not understand?”

Now, Watson has learned from Carol Moore, a manager at PEC, that the “forums” are actually to be what Watson characterizes as “dog and pony shows.” Moore told Watson that the format is “open house.” She said that, as far as she knows, there will be no formal presentation by PEC nor any opportunity for a member to address an assembled crowd. There will, she said, be forms for folks to fill out with “comments.”

According to Ric Sternberg, a member of the PEC4U steering committee, “The PEC Board of Directors is extremely resistant to member input and real change and here’s more evidence of that. They are deeply entrenched and self-perpetuating. There are no term limits. The 7 voting members have served for an average of over 22 years each, and they are not likely, under the present system, to nominate anyone but themselves. Their idea of ‘membership forums’ is not even a joke. It’s an insult.”

PEC4U is encouraging other concerned members to attend meetings in their areas. The group takes the position that the PEC has not taken steps to adequately inform the public of these meetings because they got the word out very late. Hillary Hart voiced her disappointment: “I am disturbed by the fact that PEC has waited 90 days to schedule these asked-for meetings and then given us only 11 days notice.”

A list of meeting times, places and directions to the meeting locations is attached.

More information is online at: www.pec4u.org.
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